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Title of The invention: 

Botanical Hard Shell Capsule And Manufacturing Method 
Thereof 

25 Abstract: 

The present invention relates to a botanic hard 
shell capsule for medicine, which does not fracture at 
low water content and is useful for filling water- 
absorbable or water-sensitive preparation,- and a method 
3 0 for manufacturing the same . 
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The botanic hard shell capsule according to the 
present invention comprises 18-22% of botanic cellulose 
(HPMC) as a principle component having a viscosity of 
4-8 cps at a temperature o£ 20 0 C and a concentration of 
5 2%, 0.8-1.2% of gellan gum as a thickening (viscosity 
increasing) stabilizer, 0.05-0.1% of sodium citrate, 
0.01-0.05% of glycerin as a plasticizer, 0.1-0.5% of 
sucrose fatty acid eeter as an emulsifier, and 
76.15-81.04% of purified water, based on the total 
10 weight of the solution. 

The botanic hard shell capsule according to the 
present invention Is manufactured by a method, which 
comprises the following steps: 
1S a 8tep of maintaining a solution for preparing a 

botanic capsule at a temperature of 55-60 0 C while 
circulating the solution in the immereion bath of the 
capsule-molding machine at a rotating rate of 25-3 0 rpm; 

a step of immersing a molding pin in a solution o£ 
20 the said bath for 10-15 seconds and then cooling the 
said pin for 5-10 seconds by quickly transferring the 
said pin to a cooling system attached to the lower part 
of the said bath; 
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a atep of cooling the said pin for 100-120 seconds 
by vertically raising it up toward the upper cooling 
system to control the flow of the coated film to be 
molded in the said pin by the cooling air; 
5 a step of drying the molding pin at a temperature 

of 30-35 0 c and a flow rate of 8-10 m/sec for 60 minutes 
by transferring the said pin passed through the said 
upper cooling system to a drying tunnel; and 

a step of taking out, cutting and assembling the 
10 cried capsule in a processing section. 

Representative Drawing: Fig. 1 
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SPECIFICATION 
Brief Description o£ The Drawinge 

5 Fig. 1 is a schematic drawing showing an apparatus 

for manufacturing a botanic hard shell capsule according 
to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 ie an enlarged drawing showing a cooling 
10 process in a cooling system controlling a flow of 
solution in a lower part of apparatus in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged drawing showing a cooling 
process in a cooling system controlling a flow of 
15 solution in a upper part of apparatus in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 ie a graph comparing water content o£ a 
botanic hard shell capsule according to the present 
invention with that of the known gelatin hard shell 
2 0 capsule. 

explanation of Reference Numbers In The Drawings> 



25 



1: immersion bath 

3 : lower cooling system 

5: upper cooling system 



2 : molding pin 

4 : elevator 

S ; drying tunnel 
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7: processing section 6: greasing section 

Disclosure o£ the Invention 
5 Technical Field and Prior Art 

The present invention relates to a hard shell 

capsule for medicine, particularly a botanical hard 

shell capsule, which does not fracture at low water 
10 content and Is useful for filling water- absorbable or 

water- sensitive preparation; and a method for 

manufacturing the same. 

in general, a hard shell capsule for medicine is 

formed from a coated film composition comprising gelatin 
15 ae a principle component, a suitable amount of 

plasticizer such as glycerin or sorbitol, and optionally 

opacifier, dye, pigment and the like. 

The coated film of the gelatin capsule obtained as 
20 above commonly contains about 12.5-16% of water. It is 
not preferable to fill a water -absorbable or water- 
sensitive preparation in a capsule due to water, when 
water content in the coated film of the gelatin capsule 
is not more than 10%, the coated film loses plasticity, 
25 thereby significantly decreasing an impact resistance 
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upon filling medicine in a capsule, and thus rendering a 
capsule fragility. 

Further, a gelatin capsule has disadvantages that 
5 water content in the coated film ie lowered, that 
diameters of a cap and a body are diminished due to a 
contraction of the coated film, and that disintegration 
o£ them is retarded, when storing the hard shell capsule 
filled with or without medicine. 

10 

The purpose of the present invention is to provide 
a botanic hard shell capsule and a method for 
manufacturing the same, which can lower . a water content 
in the capsule, reduce a fracture of the capsule even in 

15 low water content, and ie superior to a gelatin capsule 
when being filled with a water- absorbable or water- 
sensitive preparation, by using a botanic cellulose 
(HPMC) as a principle component in order to solve the 
problem caused by using gelatin as a principle 

2 o component . 

The botanic hard shell capsule according to the 
present invention comprises 18-22% of botanic cellulose 
(HPMC) as a principle component having a viscosity of 
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4-8 cpa at a temperature of 20 ' C and a concentration of 
2%, 0.8-1.2% of gellan gum as a thickening (viscosity- 
increasing) stabilizer, 0.05-0.1% of sodium citrate, 
0.01-0.05% of glycerin as a plasticizer, 0.1-0.5% of 
5 sucrose fatty acid ester as an emulsifier, and 
76.15-81.04% of purified water, based on the total 
weight of the solution. 

According to the present invention, there provides 
10 a method for manufacturing a botanic hard shell capsule, 
which comprieee 

a step of maintaining a solution for preparing a 
botanic capsule at a temperature of 55-60 ° C while 
circulating the solution in the immersion bath o£ the 
15 capsule-molding machine at a rotating rate of 25-30 rpm; 

a step of immersing a molding pin in a solution of 
the said bath for 10-15 eeconde and then cooling the 
said pin for 5-10 seconds by quickly transferring the 
said pin to a cooling system attached to the lower part 
2 0 of the said bath; 

a step of cooling the said pin for 100-120 seconds 
by vertically raising It up toward the upper cooling 
system to control the flow of the coated film to be 
molded in the said pin by the cooling air; 
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a Step Of drying the molding pin at a temperature 
of 30-35 ° C and a flow rate of 8-10 m/ssc for 60 minutes 
by transferring the said pin passed through the said 
upper cooling system to a drying tunnel; and 
5 a step of taking out, cutting and assembling the 

cried capsule in a processing section. 

It is preferable to carry out the process at a 
temperature of 15-20 * C in the lower and upper cooling 
10 systems and a air-flow rate of 4-6 m/sec. 

The present invention is described in detail by 
the following Example. 

15 Example j_ 

The botanic hard shell capsule according to the 
present invention is made of botanic cellulose (HPMC) as 
a principle component, gellan gum as a thickening 
20 stabilizer, sodium citrate, glycerin as a plasticiser, 
sucrose fatty acid ester as an emulsifier, and purified 
water. 
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According to the present invention, the botanic 
cellulose (HPMC) having a viscosity of 4-8 cps at a 
temperature of 20 * C and a concentration of 2% is used in 
an amount of 18-22% based on the total weight of the 
5 solution. Gellan gum as a thickening stabilizer is used 
in an amount of 0.8-1.2%, sodium citrate in an amount of 
0.05-0.1%, glycerin as a plaeticizer in an amount of 
0.01-0.55%, sucrose fatty acid ester as an emulsifier in 
an amount of 0.1-0.5%, and purified water in an amount 
10 of 76.15-61.04%, based on the total weight o£ the 
solution . 

The method for producing a botanic hard shell 
capsule is explained with the drawings attached 
IS herewith. 

Fig. 1 is a schematic drawing showing an apparatus 
for manufacturing a botanic hard shell capsule according 
to the present invention; Fig. 2 is an enlarged drawing 
2 0 showing a cooling process in a cooling system 
controlling a flow of solution in a lower part of 
apparatus in Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is an enlarged drawing 
showing a cooling proceee in a cooling system 
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controlling a flow of solution in a upper part of 
apparatus in Fig . 1 . 

As shown in Fig. 1, 76.15-81.04% of purified water 
5 is introduced to a vehicle (not shown) at a temperature 
of 80-85 5 c. Next, 0.01-0.05% of a plastlclzer and 
0.1-0.5% of an emulsifiier are added to the said vehicle. 
Finally, 18-22% of the botanic cellulose (HPMC) is added 
to the said vehicle. At this time, the mixture is 
10 stirred at 300-350 rpm for 30 minutes. 



After 30 minutes of the stirring, 0.8-1.2 % of 
thickening stabilizer is added thereto, and further 
stirred for 30 minutes. After the stirring ie completed, 
15 the temperature of the mixture is lowered to 55-60 * C, 
and then is left for standing for 45-48 hours in order 

to defoam the mixture. 



Next, the solution is Introduced to an immersion 
20 bath of a capsule-molding machine shown in Fig. 1. The 
temperature of the solution is maintained at a 
temperature of 55-60 0 c while the immersion solution is 
circulated at a rotating speed of 25-3 0 rpm. Then, the 
molding pin (2) greased in th<9 greasing section (8) ie 
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immersed in the immersion bath(l) for 5-15 eeconcle, 
quickly transferred to a lower cooling system (3) (see 
Figs. 1 and 2) attached to a lower part of the immersion 
bath(l), and then kept for cooling for 5-10 seconds. 
5 Next, the molding pin (2) is vertically raised up to the 
upper cooling system (5) by an elevator (4) to left for 
cooling for 100-120 seconds(see Figs. 1 and 3). As shown 
as above, the flow of the coated film formed in the 
molding pins (2) is controlled by cooling air In the 
10 lower and upper cooling systems (3 , 5) . The temperature in 
the upper and lower cooling systems(3,5) is 15-20 9 C, and 
the air-flow rate is 4-6 m/sec. 

Next, the molding pin (2) passed through the upper 
15 cooling system (5) is transferred to a drying tunnel (6) ; 
dried at a relatively high temperature of 3 0-35 0 C and a 
air-flow rate of 8-10 m/sec for 60 minutes; and 
transferred to the processing section(7), taken out/ 
cut, assembled and released to obtain the botanic 
20 capsule. 

The parameters of length, outer diameter and 
weight distribution o£ the capsule obtained in the 
present invention and the prior art gelatin capsule are 



shown on Table 1. The value o£ length, outer diameter 
and weight of each capsule are averages of the values 
measured on 200 capsule samples of each size. 



Table 1 





Gelatin capsule 
(Prior art) 


Botanic capsule 
(Pre3ent invention) 


Length 


Outer- 
diameter 


Weight 


Length 


Outer- 
diameter 


Weight 


Size 
00 


Cap 


11. 81 


e . 53 


125 .2 


11.80 


8 .52 


122 .1 


Body 


20-19 


6 . 15 


20 .19 


B.1S 


Size 
0 


Cap 


11.12 


7 . 64 


97.3 


11.11 


7.63 


95-2 


Body 


16 .54 


7 .32 


18-48 


7.33 


Sisc 
1 


cap 


9.72 


6.91 


77 .2 


Q . £Q 


6 . 90 


7S .1 


Body 


15.30 


6.63 


15.32 


6-62 


Size 

2 


Cap 


3 . 18 


6.35 


64.3 


5.22 


6.34 


62.2 


Body 


13 .52 


6. 08 


13 .49 


6 . 06 



AS shown in Table 1, the botanic capsule o£ the 
present invention and the gelatin capsule of the prior 
art are within the standard ranges for length and outer 
diameter. The weight of the botanic capsule is 2 mg 
lower than the gelatin capsule, but has no problem when 
filling it in a filling machine. 
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Table 2 





Gelatin capsule 


Botanic capsule 




(1 


Prior art) 


(Present invention) 


Water 


13 .5% 


12.0% 


10.5% 


6.0% 


4.5% 


3.5% 


content 














Fracture 


None 


None 


3 


None 


None 


None 



<Filling Test Condition> 

Filling machine: Zanasi AZ 40; vacuum: 25 cm hg; 
Filling rare: 32,000 each/hr; 

Number of filled capsules: 100,000 



Table 2 shows a result of filling test of the 
5 botanic capsule of the present invention and the gelatin 
capsule of the prior art. The test for 100 , 000 capsules 
ie commenced by using a filling machine (Zanasi AZ 40) 
under the conditions of vacuum of 25 cm hg and filling 
rate of 32,000 each/hr. As a result, the botanic 

10 capsules according to the present invention do not 
fracture even in low water content that is not more than 
10%, while 0.003% of the gelatin capsules of the prior 
art fractures in water content of 10.5%. This means that 
the botanic capsules according to the present invention 

15 have better fracture resistance in a low water content 
than the gelatin capsule of the prior art. 

Fig. 4 is a graph, which comparatively shows water 
content of a botanic hard shell capsule according to the 
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present invention to that of the gelatin hard shell 
capsule of the prior art, when the botanic capsule and 
the gelatin capsule are dried under the same conditions. 
It was confirmed from Table 4 that the botanic capsule 
S of the present invention is more preferable than the 
gelatin capsule of the prior art when they are filled 
with water- absorbable or water-sensitive preparation, 
since the water content (3-7%) of the botanic capsule 
was much lower than that (12.5-16%) of the gelatin 
10 capsule. 



Table 3 





Initial 


One 
month 


Two 
months 


Three 
months 


Rem- 
ark 


Gelatin- 
capsule 
(Prior art] 


Appearance 


No 

problem 


No 

problem 


NO 

problem 


No 

problem 




Disintegration 


12 .23 
mine . 


12.30 

mins . 


12 .35 
min9 . 


12.10 
mins - 




Botanic 
capsule 
(Present 
invention) 


Appearance 


No 

problem 


No 

problem 


No 

problem 


No 

problem 




Disintegration 


17 . 08 
mine . 


17.11 
mine . 


17 .06 
mins . 


17.10 
mine . 





<Storage Condition? 

Temperature: 22~24*C, Humidity: 45-60% 

disintegration Conditions 

Purified water (pH 7); Temperature: 37'C 



± 2'C 



15 Table 3 shows stability of the botanic capsule 

according zo the present invention and the gelatin 
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capsule of the prior art. As shown in Table 3, both the 
botanic capsule and the gelatin capsule have the same 
time course of stability. However, disintegration of the 
botanic capeule appeare about 5 minutes later than the 
5 gelatin capsule. 

Further, the botanic capsule can comprise coloring 
agents to show various colors like the gelatin capsule, 
and has no problem in printing distinguishable logo. 

10 

Effect of th* Invention 

According to the present invention, gellan gum as 
a thickening stabilizer stably maintains the viscosity 

15 change of the solution and the uniform thickness of the 
coated film, and thereby the capsule in the filling 
machine is hardly separated. In addition, the botanic 
capsule does not fracture even in low water content. The 
botanic capsule has much lower water content than the 

2 0 common gelatin capsule. Therefore, they are more 
effective when filled with water-absorbable or water- 
sensitive preparation. Further , the flow of the coated 
film passed through the upper and lower cooling systems 
can be easily controlled. 

25 
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What ig claimed ias 

1. A botanic hard ahell capsule, which comprises 
18-22% of botanic cellulose (HPMC) as a principle 

5 component having a viscosity of 4-8 cps at a temperature 
of 20 0 C and a concentration of 2%, 0.3-1.2% of gellan 
gum ac a thickening (viscosity increasing) stabilizer, 
0.05-0.1% of sodium citrate, 0.01-0.05% of glycerin as a 
plasticizer, 0.1-0.5% of sucrose fatty acid ester as an 
10 emuleifier, and 76.15-81.04% of purified water, based on 
the total weight of the solution. 

2 . Method for manufacturing a botanic hard shell 
capsule, which comprises 

15 a step of maintaining a solution for preparing a 

botanic capsule at a temperature of 55-60 * C while 
circulating the solution in the immersion bath of the 
capsule-molding machine at a rotating rate of 25-3 0 rpm,- 
a step of immersing a molding pin in a solution o£ 

20 the said bath for 10-15 seconds and then cooling the 
said pin for 5-10 seconds by quickly transferring the 
said pin to a cooling system attached to the lower part 
of the said bath; 
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a 3tep of cooling the said pin for 100-120 seconds 
by vertically raising up it toward the upper cooling 
system to control the flow of the coated film to be 
molded in the said pin by the cooling air; 
5 a step of drying the molding pin at a temperature 

of 30-35 0 c and a flow rate of 8-10 m/sec for 60 minutes 
by transferring the said pin passed through the said 
upper cooling system to a drying tunnel; and 

a step of taking out, cutting and assembling the 
10 cried capsule in a processing section. 

3. Method for manufacturing a botanic hard shell 
capeule according to Claim 2, wherein the temperature 
and the air-flow rate in the lower and upper cooling 
15 systems are 15-20 0 C and 4-6 m/sec, respectively. 
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Fig. 1 



5 




Fig. 2 
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cooling air 



2006 L J 21241' 11: 16AM www.patentlOO.coa 



MO . 4y 1 b f. 4D 



19 
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Fig. 3 

cooling air 
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*ll 0.01-0.05%, fiW 0.1-0.5%* a*| *0*$f:n, 0|?|OH 4JS^ *I*£ = (HPMC)# 18-22% *<Hftch *«a| 

aaf7|ai 4=££- 300-350 rpm °s a? so-s-a aeithc*. 



30§ag>?.§SS>Sfl|S 0.8-1.2% *2Jtf * C*A| 30^21 ^aHy. :212K>| &££|3 55-60t:S £*<H §1 

2* f|fl| 45-48A|?i ^Ajq| 7 | a|^iq. 



&S£JS £ 1011 £A|g s/19S7|*|S| *j9!)5(i)oi| 25-30 rom^l ^££ g^-g^f- $ 

S A l?iaAi §-9J|e£S 55~60t5S ft*l*IB^. o|ojAi, 3&|oia(Orea8ine)¥(e)«>l|Ai ae|o|£|g 33€!(Z)S sl^s 

(i)oti io~i6£?j gaiAia * «tia(2)v aj&*i sqxo) *t*oii t»ef* a ztswoxs 1 a je 2 &s)s 01 

#a|^ 5~10£?J ch7|^eho||ai yzmch 0101*1. fl|B|ti|0|B|(4)£ ggB(2)ft a^»*l(5J(£ 1 S! £ 3 S 

=)* t*I #£ A I*I 100-I20£2i CH7|^c||o||Ai y(2t*^K o|2f |>0| ^,^Bt *+»*l(3,5)o|| a*t*7|*Ai g 

«fi(2)oii £9si4=- »s§ nicnt^K oimi y^*i(3,s)si ££^, is-sotcs *m, 

4~6m/secS **cl. 

OlCHAl 4^= y|33*|(S)« |L34tt 4!«fl(2)e 22 Blti(6)A £74X12. V 60£?J S£ 30-35t. #^ 8-10 
m/sec S oims] g-E ^££ 7^Jf(7)s 0|$s|O| flif, §^ ft' fEUS^ ^S^s^l 

^7|^ vol jci|2S boi, £|§ sy gSTae *e«a| 14S SMI^ oiss^ aiofl t-WMiacK q?|Aj 
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#71 5ioii u^y am Sfoi § sjssi zimw ®zm £naai uoi. ass flammuM 212 ^swi 21 

oMfc SMI 01 «t 2mg £11 4^43 SJsq £27|£ *r£# OH or^S S^fe SlK^. 







^££re 


13.5% 12.0% 10,6% 


6.0% ! 


4.6% j 


3.6% j 




SIS 3?H 


as ! 


sis ! 


as 


<SS e«±= S2> S*t7| : Zanasi AZ 40 : 25«nHg : 32.00Q7HH?J SSt ! 
3 : 10y?H 



a2-^ « iMifl) S3 «4=wi aas, ^2+«i ioepH» « 

S7I Zanasi AZ 40. 25cc»Ho. £S^£ 32.000?H/a|?J2! H±« Stack 2 33? #ECHI tcf# ai§ 

g tttiai g^, io%oi^si 5u?foi|Ai£ snae^oi g-u& r *i a*sf°«- r , #eii*i ime T^irifoi 10.5% 

£! tNofl/H 0.003%si ^aS^oi WJI°I H^B B I»H »| ^-S-W^otl -M "H£&°l ¥4=0 

e 4^ #sj*t assays. a^Aia s e^ssi ets -sfisia ^aisi y sts ^= s^flisi 4^4rtf «I5> nan 

H# M-eftS ?!£1, <^#g m^^ZWBZ 3-7%S 2T«!S| I2.5~16%°i| a |SH £or IhS *1I 

^&<n\ eiafi- sss- m atf ^aifi s£i H^aef. 
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1?H2 


2?H1! ! 


3?HS j 


am ; 


gam 


£13 | 


bitfSfr ! 
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g*H£ | 


12-&23S i 


12ft 30£. j 


12ft 36& | 




ir*« ire) 


*)S 1 




oi#as ; 






g5H£ j 


17ft 0B£ | 


17ft 1l£ 1 


17ft 082 


17* 10S ! 


<HSf5Zl>#£ : 22-2413. : 45-60%<l 
±2"C 


^HZEa>£*H£3 : 2*ll^(pH 7), £5. : 37tj 



&7\ S3£ s tfgfil M&i* $ana| iafQ u^3| e*y« n|2aa<M. *Hft£ IMiaH^fi WIS 1 

SIS' gA| ShS^S UejuO ^IS-fe! *«l£7t-g2m HI-SSoll a|«H of S-g-^S ^EhttcK 

S£^, ^'S4! CHI«lBfe U^3fi>0l «t4|X|«-A}ft8tOi W«ltt ^ SiHBj , eitftHMI 210) 

ais o^e h2ck 



^ch CHI =|afs) if^l# 5B«WI *H¥Si*j ^3f£)SS ^Q?|ch|ah §• #s|£|S^ «HT£ a<»fi att 

*r€-0l| §S© «l SCh #6| W. ££S. 2 I»H 3S| «f»l fi^i 1|Oi& ^ 



S3NI^ 76.1 5~61 .04*011. •&H20'C, fe£2% ^el|o||AH S£7M~8cp>ti ^^^^(MPMC)^ 

18-22% AUfcftm, 0)3|ol| #aeiS»l21 3S>a{G©llan Gwm) 0.8-1.2%, ufeg(Sodium Citrate) 

0.05-0.1%. ?r±Hl?J *B|A||e 0.01-0.05% S *r£rX|?ftt «±B| M (Sucrose Fatty Add Ester) 0.1-0.5? 
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